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determined by the Employment Security Department, from their 1973-75

appropriations. The director of the office of program planning and

fiscal management may require agencies to place funds in reserve

status in order to assure that funds will be available for the

purpose of this section.

NEW SECT11. Sec. 6. If any provisions of this act, or its

application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the

remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other

persons or circumstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health and safety, the support of

the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall

take effect immediately.

Passed the Senate April 13, 1973.

Passed the House April 12, 1973.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 1973.

Filed in office of Secretary of State April 26, 1973.

CHAPTER 175
[Reengrossed Senate Bill No. 2101)

PLUMBERS--REGULATION AND LICENSING

AN ACT Relating to the regulation of businesses; providing for the

regulation and licensing of plumbers; adding a new chapter to

Title 18 RCW; and prescribing penalties.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Unless a different meaning is

plainly reguired by the context, the following words and phrases as

hereinafter used in this chapter shall have the following meaning:

(1) "Advisory board" means the state advisory board of

plumbers;

(2) "Apprentice plumber" means any person engaged in learning

the trade of plumbing and who, under the supervision of a journeyman

plumber, performs the actual work necessary to assemble, construct,

install, repair, or modify plumbing;

(3) "Department" means the department of labor and industries;

(4) "Director" means the director of department of labor and

industries;

(5) "Journeyman plumber" means any person who has been issued

a certificate of competency by the department of labor and industries

as provided in this chapter;

(6) "Plumbing" means that craft involved in installing,

altering, repairing and renovating potable water systems and liquid
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waste systems within a building: PROVIDED, That installation in a

water system of water softening or water treatment equipment shall

not be within the meaning of plumbing as used in this chapter:

(7) "Local enforcement agency" shall mean any local

governmental agency involved in the enforcement of plumbing codes and

the issuance of journeyman plumbers' licenses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) No person shall engage in the

business or trade of plumbing as a journeyman without having a

current certificate of competency issued by the department in

accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

(2) No person shall engage in the business or trade of

plumbing as an apprentice without having a current apprentice permit

issued by the department in accordance with the provisions of this

chapter.

NEW SECTIONt. Sec. 3. Any person desiring to be issued a

certificate of competency as provided in this chapter shall deliver

evidence in a form prescribed by the department affirming that said

person has had sufficient experience in as well as demonstrated

general competency in the trade of plumbing so as to qualify him to

make an application for a certificate of competency as a journeyman

plumber: PROVIDED, That completion of a course of study in the

plumbing trade in the armed services of the United*States or at a

school accredited by the Coordinating Council on occupational

Education shall constitute sufficient evidence of experience and

competency to enable such person to make application for a

certificate of competency.

In addition to supplying the evidence as prescribed in this

section, each applicant for a certificate of competency shall submit

an application for such certificate on such form and in such manner

as shall be prescribed by the director of the department.

NEW SECTION. Sec. £4. Upon receipt of the application and

evidence set forth in section 3 of this act, the director shall

review the same and make a determination as to whether the applicant

is eligible to take an examination for the certificate of competency.

To be eligible to take the examination the applicant must have worked

as' an apprentice plumber for three years or have completed a course

of study in the plumbing trade in the armed services of the United

States or at a school accredited- by the Coordinating Council on

occupational Education. No other requirement for eligibility may be

imposed. The director shall establish reasonable rules and

regulations for the examinations to be given applicants for

certificates of competency. In establishing said rules, regulations,

and criteria, the director shall consult with the state advisory

board of plumbers as established in section 11 of this act. Upon

determination that the e~pplicant is eligible to take the examination,
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the director shall so notify nim, indicating the time and place for

taking the same.

NjEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The department, in coordination with

the advisory board, shall prepare a written examination to be

administered to applicants for certificates of competency. The

examination shall be so constructed to determine:

(1) Whether the applicant possesses varied general knowledge

of the technical information and practical procedures that is

identified with the status of journeyman plumber; and

(2) Whether the applicant is sufficiently familiar with the

papplicable plumbing codes and the administrative rules and

regulations of the department pertaining to plumbing and plumbers.
The department shall administer the examination to persons

eligible to take the same under the provisions of section 4 of this

act. All applicants shall, before taking such examination, pay to

the department a fifteen dollar fee: PROVIDED, That any applicant

taking said examination shall pay only such additional fee as is

necessary to cover the costs of administering such additional

examination.

The department shall certify the results of said examination,
and shall notify the applicant whether he has passed or failed. Any

applicant who has failed the axamination may petition the department

to retake the examination, upon such terms and after such period of

time as the director, in cooperation with the advisory board, shall

deem necessary and proper.

NE SECTION. Sec. 6. Any local enforcement agency certified

by the state shall hold written examinations for licensing journeyman

plumbers and shall retain fifty percent of the fees collected for the

administration of such examinations. All such examinations given

shall be developed by the state agency and shall be uniform

throughout the state. The initial issuance of licenses and renewals

shall be made by any certified local enforcement agency or the state,

and fifty percent of such fees shall be retained by the certified

local issuing agency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The department shall issue a

certificate of competency to all applicants who have passed 'the

examination provided in sections 5 and 6 of this act, and who have

otherwise complied with the provisions of this chapter and the rules

and regulations promulgated thereto. The certificate shall bear the
date of issuance, and shall expire on the first of July immediately

following the date of issuance. The certificate shall be renewable

annually, upon application, on or before the first of July. An

annual renewal fee of fifteen dollars shall be assessed for each

certificate.
The certificates of competency or permits provided for in this
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chapter shall grant the holder the right to engage in the work of

plumbing as a journeyman plumber in accordance with its provisions

throughout the state and within any of its political subdivisions on

any job or any employment without additional proof of competency or

any other license or permit or fee to engage in such work: PROVIDED,

HOWEVER, That this shall not preclude employees from adhering to a

union security clause in any employment where such a requirement

exists.

yEW SECION. Sec. 8. No examination shall be required of any

applicant for a certificate of competency who, on the effective date

of this act, was engaged in a bona fide business or trade of

plumbing, or on said date held a valid journeyman plumber's license

issued by a political subdivision of the state of Washin~gton and

whose license is valid at the time of making his application for maid

certificate. Applicants qualifying under this section shall be

issued a certificate by the department upon making an application as

provided in section 3 of this act and paying the fee required under

section 5 of this act: PROVIDED, That no applicant under this section

shall be required to furnish such evidence as required by section 3

of this act.

113 2CT.12NJ Sec. 9. The department is authorized to grant

and issue temporary permits in lieu of certificates of competency

whenever a plumber coming into the state of Washington from another

state requests the department for a temporary permit to engage in the

business and trade of plumbing as a journeyman during the period of

time between filing of an application for a certificate as provided

in section 3 of this act and taking the examination provided for in

sections 5 and 6 of this act: PROVIDED, That no temporary permit

shall. be issued to:

(1) Any person who has failed to pass the examination for a

certificate of competency;

(2) Any applicant under this section who has not furnished the

departm~ent with such evidence required under section 3 of this act;

(3) To any apprentice plumber.

NEW SECT!ION. Sec. 10. (1) The department may revoke any

certificate of competency upon the following grounds:

(a) The certificate was obtained through error or fraud;

(b) The holder thereof is judged to be incompetent to carry on

the business and trade of plumbing as a journeyman plumber;

(c) The holder thereof has violated any of the provisions of

this chapter or any rule or regulation promulgated thereto.

(2) Before any certificate of competency shall be revoked, the

holder thereof shall be given written iotice of the department's

intention to do so, mailed by registered mail, return receipt

requested, to said holder's last known address. Said notice shall

( 1319 ]

f- U 1 '7 r



~h- 17S

enumerate the allegations against such holder, and shall give him the
opportunity to request a hearing before the advisory board. At such

hearing, the department and the holder shall have opportunity to

produce witnesses and give testimony. The hearing shall be conducted

in accordance with the provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW. The board

shall render its decision based upon the testimony and evidence

presented, and shall notify the parties immediately upon reaching its

decision. A majority of the board shall be nece ssary to render a

decision.

pE jj~jy Sec. 11. (1) There is created a state advisory

board of plumbers, to be composed of three members appointed by the

governor. One member shall be a journeyman plumber, one member shall

be a person conducting a plumbing business, and one member from the

general public who is familiar with the business and trade of

plumbing.

(2) The initial terms of the members of the advisory board

shall be one, two, and three years respectively as set forth in

subsection (1) of this section. Upon the expiration of said terms,

the governor shall appoint a new member to serve for a period of

three years. In the case of any vacancy on the board for any reason,

the governor shall appoint a new member to serve out the term of the

person whose position has become vacant.

(3) The advisory board shall carry out all the functions and

duties enumerated in this chapter, as well as generally advise th~e

department on all matters relative to this chapter.

(4) Each member of the advisory board shall receive

compensation and expenses in accordance with the provisions of RCW

43.03.050 and 43.03.060 for each day in which such member is actually

engaged in attendance upon the meetings of the advisory board.

11E agCIO. Sec. 12. (1) Every apprentice shall register

with the department.

(2) The department shall issue to such apprentice, upon such
form and under such terms as the director and the advisory board
shall by agreement deem proper, an apprentice permit to work in the
business and trade of plumbing as an apprentice: PROVIDED, That such

work shall be done under the supervision of a journeyman plumber.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. All moneys received from certificates,

permits, or other sources, shall be paid to the state treasurer as ex

officio custodian thereof and by him placed in a special fund

designated as the "plumbing certificate fund". He shall pay out upon

vouchers duly and regularly issued therefor and approved by the

director. The treasurer shall keep an accurate record of payments

into said fund, and of all disbursement therefrom. Said fund shall

be charged wi th its pro rata share of the cost of administering said

fund.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 1L4. The director may promulgate rules,

make specific decisions, orders, and rulings, including therein

demands and findings, and take other necessary action for the

implementation and enforcement of his duties under this chapter:

PROVIDED. That in the administration of this act the director shall

not enter any controversy arising over work assignments with respect

to the trades involved in the construction industry.

NEW SECTION~. Sec. 15. Nothing in this chapter shall be

construed to require that a person obtain a license or a certified

plumber in order to do plumbing work at his residence or farm or

place of business or on other property owned by him. Any person

performing plumbing work on a farm may do so without having a current

certificate of competency or apprentice permit: PROVIDED, HOWEVER,

That nothing in this chapter shall be intended to derogate from or

dispense with the requirements of any valid plumbing code enacted by

a political subdivision of the state, except that no code shall

require the holder of a certificate of competency to demonstrate any

additional proof of competency or obtain any other license or pay any

fee in order to engage in the trade of plumbing: AND PROVIDED

FURTHER, That this chapter shall not apply to common carriers subject

to Part I of the Interstate Commerce Act, nor to their officers and

employees: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this chapter shall

be construed to apply to any farm, business, industrial plant, or

corporation doing plumbing work on premises it owns or operates: AND
PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this chapter shall be construed to

restrict the right of any householder to assist or receive assistance

from a friend, neighbor, relative or other person when none of the

individuals doing such plumbing hold themselves out as engaged in the

trade or business of plumbing.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. Violation of this chapter or of the

department rules and regulations provided for in this chapter by a

person, firm, or corporation, shall be punishable by a fine of not

more than fifty dollars. Each day of such violation constitutes a

separate offense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. Sections 1 through 16 of this act

shall constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW.

Passed the Senate March 15, 1973.

Passed the House April 12, 1973.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 1973.

Filed in office of Secretary of State April 26, 1973.
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